[Use of grommet for Swanson flexible hinge toe implant arthroplasty for hallux valgus deformity of rheumatoid arthritis].
We reviewed the results of arthroplasty of the great toe with hallux valgus in rheumatoid patients, using a Swanson flexible hinge toe implant protected by grommet. Sixteen patients (26 feet) with rheumatoid arthritis were operated on from 1996 to 1999. (fifteen women, one man). The average age was 59.8 years (range, 48-73 years). The average follow-up period was 3.0 years (range, 1.0-4.5 years). In each patient, the hallux valgus angle (HVA) was measured before and after surgery, and implant breakage and radiolucency around the implant were evaluated on radiographs. Average HVA was 47.7 degrees preoperatively and 19.3 degrees postoperatively. No implant breakage was observed in 76.9% of the feet. Radiolucency of more than 2 mm was observed in only 3.8% of the feet. These findings suggest that arthroplasty using a Swanson flexible hinge toe implant with a grommet is useful for treatment of hallux valgus in rheumatoid patients.